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NOTICE OF ivjcWTHLjY MEETINGS 


Time: 

Mctiday, December 10, 1990; 8:00 p.m. 
Locatior.: 

Royal Botanical Gardens Centre, 
Auditorium 

680 Plains M. W., Burlington. 
Programoe: 

"North-Atlantic Seabirds" 

Dave Noble, Canadian Wildlife Semes 


Tiae: 

Monday, January 7, 1991; 8:00 p.m. 
location: 

Royal Botanical Gardens Centre, 

Audi tor inn 

530 Plains Rd. VL, Burlington. 

Progracme: 

"Ontario's Climate: Past, Present and Ehture" 
David Philips, Qtvironnent Canada 


Note: P lease bring cookies and baked.goods for 
all to enjoy at the refreshment table at the 
Decoder meeting to help spread the Christmas 
cheer! 


Note: Please bring your own mug for 
refreshw-mts to all meetings to save on throw 
away cups, so that we can all do a small part 
for the environment. 


bJcyrioE of- FtPoa^nnsrG events 


Monday, December 17; 7:30 p.m. 

am® suaw group 

This is an informal hit interesting meeting 
featuring a diacuesicm of recent bird 
sightings, an identification session, and a 
workshop, film or set of slides about soma 
aspect of birds. If you're a fcegiraaer 
birdwatcher, acme cat to learn snore a bait 
birds. If you're an expert birder, cone out 
to share your knowledge and erithusiaan. Meet 
at the Royal Botanical Gardena Nature Centre. 
Organizer -Bruce Duncan 519-662-4703 

Saturday, December 22. 1990 

FE3SSVBIE G5BGSWk& Midi Q2UST 
In its second year, this count has the 
potential to be among the tap CBCs in Chtario. 
In 1989, 70 species were counted, despite the 
severely cold weather. The <x«nt circle 
includes Cayuga, the Grand River just south of 
York, and part of the Lake Erie shoreline east; 
of Nanticoke. Contact John to participate,. 
Catpiler -Jcstei Miles 519-587-5221 

Wednesday, December 2 6 

Bsmaoi G&KxsBfts ho® omst 

This continent-wide event has been an annual 
tradition for over 70 years locally. It also 
provides useful data on wintering bird 
populations. New participants are always 
needed. Call Mark for a territory. 

Ocsqcdler -Mark Jercungs 335-5210 


Saiday, January 6, 1991 

sums ramsKWL axwr 

This annual count, of waterfcwl cn Lake ftitario 
and adjacent waterbodies provides useful data 
cn the distribution of overwintering species. 
The occasional rarity, such as Harlequin Duck 
or King Elder, may turn up. Participants are 
needed to census areas. Call George for more 
details. 

Organizer -George Naylor 575-9016 

Sunday, January 13, 1991; 9:30 a.ro. 

THE ART OF SEEING 

This curing will give you the opportunity to 
develop new ways of "seeing" with your camera. 
Richard and ELeanore Kbeydar will be cur 
guides through cne of their favorite sections 
of the Dundas Valley. Bring along a camera 
and a snack. Meet at the Municipal Fool 
parking lot cn Jerseyville Rd in Ancaster. 
Contact -Beth Stormont 627-7657 evenings 

525-2181 days 

S unday, January 20, 199 1; 1 0 :00 a.m. 

BOG 

The Crieff Bog is a fascinating area to 
explore. Gone along and find out what makes 
it so special. Bring a lunch, boots and even 
snowshces if the weather calls for it. Meet 
at the entrance to Valeris Conservation Area cm 
Reg. 8d. 97 in Flamboiough. 

Leader -Bruce Mackenzie, 643-4526 
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THE PRESIDENT' S C5DUJMKT 

By Doug McCallum 


With an ever growing membership, it 
becomes increasingly difficult to get to know 
hhe members. Our Club has a long tradition 
for fellowship, arid we do not want t.o lose 
that. Our oof fee hour and our nans tags 
certainly help us to get to know case another. 
For new members I suggest joining in csi cue of 
our many hikes. This not only provides an 
opportunity to learn, but also a chance to get 
acquaints. During the winter cranths, when 
there are fewer outings, you can always join 
me of the many conanttees. If you have any 
ideas on how to keep our Club a friendly crie, 
be sure to tell me or one of the other rpsnbers 


of the Executive. 

Another way of keeping in touch is to 
let us knew what is happening with you -a new 
job ...a promotion ...a new baby ...or grand¬ 
child. Or let us know of anyone who is 
seriously ill. We will try to publish sane 
"newsy" items in the Vfood Duck. And if you 
wait a job to do, you could be a reporter for 
the newsletter. Our editor, Rob Dotes, would 
welcome such help. 

In case veu miss the December meeting, 
may I extend to you the warmest Christmas 
greetings, and good hiking in '91. 




OT1POKT OW THE! E’MjL CljEftN ' ! JP 
spooK\ r hoijlos* sanctuary 

By John Fischer 


ai behalf of the Club Executive, I wish 
to thank all volunteers for maxing the October 
21 clean-up a complete success. It was great 
to see both the very young, and senior 
markers, storing an interest in air Spooky 
Hollow Sanctuary'. 1 believe that anycsie who 
has visited this area will agree that it is 

indeed a special place. 

The perfect weather and an excellent 
turnout of voluteers allowed for the 
completion of a mater of tasks. There was a 
general clean-up of litter around the wain 
entrance to the property, and fallen liirfcs 
were reoKwed from several of the trails. . A 
sixteen fcxrt section of bridge, ccmplete with 
hand railing, was oonstructed over Fisher's 
Creek on heatterwocal tone- In addition, 
sixteen feet of walkway was constructed as an 

approach to the new bridge. . 

Each parscri made several one kilometre 
rtsaxl trips before all the required materials 
were carried to the construeii.cn site. 
Without such a level of support fmn Club 
math era, projects of this type world rot be 
pcesible. We hepe that members will sake it 
a point to get out and enjoy Use trails they 
have worked so hard to maintain. 


Although it is not noted in the "Dates 
to Remember" brochure, there will be a spring 
clean-up of the Short Hills Sanctuary on 
Sunday, May 12th - further details will appear 
in the Wood Duck as the date approaches. If 
there are members who have not been to the 
Short Hills Sanctuary, this clean-up will be 
a great opportunity to explore the property 
with those f aid liar with the trail system. 

Again, I wish to thank all the 
volunteers for their tremendous support to 
date. And, I look forward to their continued 
participation in the management of can- 
sanctuaries. 


ffiMOEBR 

If you have not renewed your HNC aeaibership 
for 1990-91, please do so right awayl Check 
the cover of ytair Noveaber tfood Duck if you 
are not sure if you have renewed. If you 
haven't, call Membership Secretary Pierre 
Arnold (648 -2519) to keep your name cm the 
nailing list for the next issue of the 
newsletter. Thank yew. 
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LARK BUNTING -WICW FOR THE HAML L JJXJSN STUDY AREA 


CIRCUMSTANCE S 

Cn the morning o£ Saturday, October 13, 
1990, I headed down to Van Wagner's Beach for 
a few hours of binding, I iwd sane chores to 
do at heme and planned on being hare by noon. 
A bit of birding, seme fresh fall air, and a 
bit of socializing with the Van Wagner's 
regulars was the best 1 could hope tor tills 
day. This was the humble beginnings of what 
would turn into a very eventful day. 

Hamilton has a rich ornithological 
history and this area has produced more than 
its share of outstanding birders. Thomas 
Mcllwraith was a pioneer in the ornithology of 
this area in the late 1800'a, and this 
tradition was carried forward through a good 
part of this century by George forth. The 
Hamilton area is also blessed with an 
unusually rich diversity of habitat. 
Hamilton's location at the western rad of Lake 
Ontario places it at a natural concentration 
point of migrating bird species. Pelagic 
wanderers from the Atlantic also enter lake 
Ontario through the St. Lawrence River. All 
these factors have combined to provide the 
Hamilton Study Area with the largest regicsal 
checklist of bird species in Ontario, with a 
total of 367 species occurring. Over 160 
species are known to breed in the Study Area. 
Therefore, the discovery in the Haacltcn Study 
Area of a special that is new for the Hamilton 
Checklist is not an everyday ccoirrenoe, and 
when it happens, can be the focus of great 
excitement. 

When I arrived at Van Wagner’s Beach I 
was greeted by Alf Epp. Alf and I were hi the 
midst of trading a few jokes and good matured 
insults when Kevin McLaughlin shewed up. The 
weather forecast had premised northeast winds, 
but a steady west-northwest wind blew, all 
morning. The lake was calm and os a result 
the birding was fairly slow. Alf left first, 
telling us that he was going to Fifty Point. 

Kevin and I headed for Fifty Point as 
well. I thought that this would be a good way 
to finish my morning of birding before going 
hone to my chores. We checked the lake at the 
foot of Kelson Ave., and then headed down the 
road to the Winona Sewage Lagoois. When w= 
arrived at the sewage lagoons. Alf was already' 


By George Naylor 

there, just preparing to climb over the gate. 
The Canadian Forces rifle range adjacent to 
the sewage lagoons was swarming with trucks 
and soldiers, presumably making preparations 
for Saddam Hussein. We were afraid that this 
activity would flush all the birds from the 
pends, but we decided that we would check than 
out anyway. 

The first pond contained a few Mallards 
with wing tags arid an Eared Grebe that Kevin 
had found the week before. As we approached 
the back pond I could see a mnber of small, 
sparrotf-iike birds on the gravel path that 
encircles the lagoon. The birds were about 40 
metres away, and without using binoculars I 
could see that me was different. It was 
noticeably larger and stockier than the birds 
near it. I said to Kevin and Alf, "There’s an 
odd bird cn the path, -Homed lark?", but an 
obvious white wing bar cn the bird eliminated 
tMs possibility. These "snapshot" impressions 
were gained in a split second of observation 
as I pointed out. the birds to Kevin and Alf. 
We all raised our binoculars at about the same 
time. Kevin called it almost immediately: 
"Holy its a Lark Bunting!" I have 
been in Kevin's company cn more than one 
occasion when a rare bird has been found, and 
am always impressed with the speed and 
accuracy in which he catalogues the diagnostic 
features of the bird, in spite of his 
excitement. The bunting was foraging on the 
path in the company of White-crowned Sparrows 
and Dark-eyed uuneoe, These birds made size 
and structure comparisons easy. 

Cur initial observation was at 12:10 
p.Ei. The birds were quite skittish, perhaps 
from the activity at the rifle range, and 
would flush fru/i the path and retreat to the 
safety of the hedgerow bordering the property. 
We stayed for almost an hour, observing the 
bird and making mental notes of its shape, 
pluvage and behaviour. 

At 1:00 p.m., Kevin and I went to the 
Truck Stop cn the QEW near Grimsby, scraped 
together, all our available change, and started 
calling people that we knew would l»a 
interested in this bird. When we ran out of 
change, I volunteered to go home and call more 
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people while Kevin went back to the sewage 

lagocns. , 

Hiis was a very exciting, and satisfying 
discovery for a few reasons. Finding a rare 
bird is always exciting, hit it is very 
satisfying when the discovery can be seen and 
enjoyed by others. The bird was seen by a 

description 

The general inpressian was that of a 
big-headed, robust or "chesty" brownish-gray 
sparrow with a white longitudinal patch csi the 
folded wing nearest to the body. It was 
possibly 50 % larger than a White-crowned 
Sparrow, being about 10 % longer and perhaps 
30 % taller. 

Head- The head was large, at times having a 
slightly crested look with its crown feathers 
being raised. The crown colour caitrasted 
with the nape and back, being medium brown, 
but appearing solid brown in first view. 
Later in the afternoon, a closer inspection 
revealed an ill-defined median line which 
depended on the placement of the crown 
feathers in order to be apparent. The nape 
was brownisli-gray. The eye was fairly large 
and dark, with a thin whitish orbital ring 
which appeared at first to be an eyering. The 
eyebrow was broad, dull grayish- white with 
thin dark streaks being noticeable at close 
range. The eyebrow contrasted oily slightly 
with the auricular region. The auriculars 
were dull biown wi th an unusual thin sickle- 
shaped whitish line curving up into tlie rear 
auriculars from the throat area. The bill was 
large, conical in shape, medium or pale gray 
in colour. It was grosbeak-like, seeming 
twice as thick as the bill of a htate-crowneo 
Sparrow. Both the top and bottom edges were 
fairly straight. The eulisai joined the 
forehead in a straight line. 

Iteerpart&i The back and scapulars were pale 
brownish-gray with thin darker brown 3treaks. 
The inner greater and median wing coverts were 
brownish with white edgings and tips, with the 
tins forming a thin pair of white vingbars. 
Ihe rater coverts were white, forming a large 
vMte wing patch. This long patch looked 
saasybat like a sapsucker's wing bar in shape, 
though its position was on the folded wing 


large motoer of people throughout Saturday and 
the following day, Sunday, October 14. The 
Lark Bunting is listed as a provincial rarity, 
and if accepted by the Ontario Bird Records 
Oanrdttee, this record will add a new species 
to the Checklist of the Birds of the Haaltesi 
Study Area, bringing the total to 368 species. 

By Kevin McLaughlin 

ianediatelv adjacent to the body. The amount, 
of white which was visible depended on how 
compacted or loosely the wings were folded. 
The bar was quite evident when the bird flew, 
appearing as a flashing white area towards the 
outer wing. The tertials were the meet 
contrasting area of the plumage, being slate- 
brown with well defined pale fringes which 
were partly white and partly rusty-buff. 

Underparts- The chin and throat were whitish. 
Below the front of the auriculars was a white 
bar on the side of the throat and below this 
was a thick brown malar streak. The streak 
continued town, breaking up into rows of thin 
brown streaks on the sides of the upper 
breast. The streaks thickened as they 
extended down the sides to the lower flanks. 
There appeared to be three rows of streaks on 
the flanks. Tfte centre of the upper breast 
had an isolated round brown spot. The lower 
breast and belly were unstreaked. 'Ihe base 
colour of the underparts was off-white or 
grayish-white, with a slight buffy tinge to 
the area around the breast streaks and the 
breast spot. 

Tsdi- The tail seemed rather thin and 
relatively short, dark brown with buff edges 
to the folded central rectrices. Seme write 
was visible on the underside of the tail when 
the bird landed. 

Legs- The legs were not well studied. The 
bird'seaned to favour a squatting posture as 
it fed on tire path, thus lading the legs from 
a clear view. 

Dia cussicB' The ccntrlete absence of any black 
areas in tlie plumage would seem to preclude 
the possibility of the bird being either a 
first year or adult male. Given that 
passerines in gesteral, and this species in 
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particular, are tricky to age, it may be 
advisable to leave it as female plunaged, age 
undetermined. 

BREEDING RANGE & ONTARIO STATUS 

The lark Bunting is a bird of dry 
plains and prairies, especially those with 
sagebrush mixed into vegetation. It breeds on 
the Great Plains from the southern parts of 

fLLuui.ui, oosi%aLujew<^ii mu ncuu.lubd u> Texas 

and New Mexico. In winter, it is found from 
southern Arizona, New Mexico and centra] Texas 
to central Mexico. It is a vagrant to both 
coasts in the fall and winter (Farrand 1983). 

In Ontario, there are 32 prior records 
dating back to 1925. In the north the 14 
records are comprised of 13 in the spring, 
mainly from the north shore of Lake Superior, 
and one in the fall, at North Point on James 
Bay. There are 18 records fran widely 
scattered locations in the south. These 
involved eight in both spring and fall, and 
interestingly, one each in Burner and winter 
(Worcringtcn 1990). 

The Winona bird was the fifth to be 
found in southern Ontario in 1990. 


Significantly, this sighting represents the 
first record of Lark Banting for the Hamilton 
Study Area, perhaps an overdue occurrence in 
light of the species' well established status 
as a vagrant in Ontario. 
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iiXDasr YOUNG NATURAUESTS' CLAMP 


Sarah King {age 12), of the Hamilton 
Junior Naturalists' Club, was sponsored by the 
HNC to attend the Federation of Oitario 
Naturalists' young Naturalists' Camp at Camp 
Iawah, Westport, Ontario, during August 1990. 
Sarah has submitted this following report cm 
the week sfca spent at camp: 

Casp Jawah was a lot of fun. I also 
learned and saw a lot of nature. The scenery 
was beautiful. From my cabin I could see the 
gorgeous view of Holfe Lake. I saw a lot of 
different insects and everything from Icons to 
jewelweed seeds. Cti one occasion I saw a nest 
of Ospreys at a nearby peed. We also caught 
frogs and Spring Peepers. One of the most 
unusual things I saw was a Black Rat Snake. 


According to my counselor, they are rare in 
almost all of Ontario except the Kingston 
area. 

I learned to canoe on Monday. On 
Thursday, we wait on a canoeing trip which 
took us a couple mile3 up Wolfe Lake. He also 
visited a farm called Bluebird Acres. Their 
main purpose was to help wildlife. It was a 
very interesting trip. It was there that we 
had the Bug-Off which consisted of collecting 
insects. He found a large variety. 

All in ail it was great. Everyone 
esijoyed the beauty of nature and was keen on 
learning. 

By Sarah King 
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THE BXOIJOOICAI, INVENTORY: CAN YOU HHDL3P CX.TT? 


The Education Gamut tee of the HNC has 
taken up the task of helping to raise up to 
$14,000 in the next nine months as the Club's 
financial contrilaiticn to the cost of 
oocpleting the biological inventory of the 
Handltcn-'iteitwortii Region in 1391. The 
inventory work has been going on for several 
years under the leadership of the Club and has 
included the herpetotaunal atlasing work as 
well as rasterization of our bird records. 
It has become crucial, however, to corplete 
the entire inventory in 1S91, so that the 
information gathered can be used in the 1932 
revisicr. of the Region's Official Plan. A 
biological inventory of this Region has never 
been done before, and when the original 
Official Plan was adopted in the 1970s, its 
environmental component was consequently 
inadequate. Now we have the opportunity to 
correct this situation and identify the 
significant natural areas in the region that 
require protection f rom development pressures- 
The HNC is organizing and coordinating 
the effort to complete tire biological 
inventory. Applications have been Bade to 
various levels of governnent, the conservation 
authorities and others for the necessary 
funding. The Club's crjntriteiticsi is targeted 
to be $14,000 which represents about 8% of the 
nearly $280,000 required to finish the 
inventory . .Already we have received raruutmsnt 
of approximately $35,000 in funding frcm the 
Ontario Ministry of tire Ehvirartnent, the 
Canadian Wildlife Service and from 
contributions from other field naturalists' 
organizations. 

lire education Ccursittee has worked cut 
a detailed plan for the Qub’s fundraising 
wrk and the educational can?>aign that raist go 
witii it to win piblic support for loth the 
inventory itself aM for future efforts to 
protect, significant natural areas. Man g other 
things, the furdraising plan inclines guest 
lectures; mall displays; presentation to high 
sdsools, church groups and service clubs; and 
sales of pesters, t-shirts and other items. 

We need the assistance of club msitrers 
in this important work. Specifically we are 


By Don McLean 

looking for club volunteers to assist with the 
following tasks: 

-assisting at a mall display 
-helping to prepare a display 
-arranging with your church group, service 
club, child's school, etc., to best a slide 
show presentation on tire inventory work 
-helping to put on a slide show presentation 
to one of these groups 

-helping to arrange Greetings with possible 
corporate or business sponsors for the 
project. We are specifically looking for a 
corporate sponsor for a poster and/or a 
t-shirt 

-helping to operate information tables at Club 
and other meetings 

If you can assist with any of these 
tasks, please contact Dcei McLean at 662-6901 
(evenings and weekends) or speak with any 
member of the Executive. 


********* 


buying books helps 

CONSERVATION FUND 

Christmas shopping and other book 
buying by Club markers can raw result in 
donations to the HNC Oonservatiai Fund. Wren 
mailers of the RNC purchase any of fourteen 
current nature and science books freas Chapaan 
Boohs in Dundas, twenty percent of the 
purchase price will Ire donated to tire HNC 
Coieervaticsi Fund by Chapsan Books. The 
initial list of titles includes the current 
releases of Hebert Bateman, Freeman Patter scat, 
■Jane Goodall and David Suzuki as well as Pat 
£ Rosemarie Kteough’s volume cm "The Niagara 
Escarpment". Money received by the Club as a 
result of this arrangement is currently 
earmarked for the biological inventory- 
project. A ccsplete list of applicable titles 
can be found at C5\apman Books, 11 Cress 
Street, Dundas, and at tire Conservation table 
at Club meetings. 
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CX3VERM*1EINT PLANS ID E3CTE3SMINATE BISCW OF WOOD 

BUITF’AI-O NATIONAL PARK 


A federal gcvernnssit committee is 
advocating the slaughter of the entire Moon 
population of Canada's largest national park. 
Hie 4000-5000 bison of Wood Euffalo National 
Park (SSJP) in northern Alberta are the 
largest, iiee-iodantg hero or uiscn in the 
world, a fact which has led UNESCO to declare 
the park a World Heritage Site. However, the 
steady spread of cattle ranching towards the 
park's boundaries has led Agriculture Canada 
to call for the destruction of the entire 
bison herd in order to prevent any possible 
transmission of buroelloeis or tuberculosis 
from the bison to cattle. 

Club members will recall that Kan East, 
the former park superintendent of WENP, was 
our guest last December and warned against the 
outrageous scheme. Now, with the announced 
endorsement of the "Northern Diseased Bison 
Eiivironnental Assessment Panel" on August 29, 
the plan needs only the final decision of the 
federal Ministers of Agriculture and 
Environment to proceed. Hie Canadian Nature 
Federation has called cn naturalists to write 
letters to these Banisters and to Brian 
Mulroney opposing the planned slaughter. 

Hie scheme is faulty from every 
perspective: 

-Although about half of the W£NP bison herd 
nay be infected with buroelloeis and/or 
tuberculosis, this situation has persisted for 
65 years without even one documented case of 
transmission of citlier disease to cattle. 
There are only three suspected cases of such 
transmission in the history of North America, 
all near Yellowstone National Park in the 
U.S., and none of these has been conclusively 
established. 

The assessment panel made no reccamendationa 
for control measures outside the park such as 
permanent buffer zones, bison-proof fencing, 
vaccination or any restrictions on the 
encroachment of cattle grazing towards the 
park. It is faraliar logic: the wild animals 
must die because our doreatic species need 
more land. With 8 million cattle in Canada and 
only a few thousand buffalo, it is clear which 


By Don McLean 

is in danger arid needs to be preserved. 

-Hie government officials argue that the WBNP 
herd is composed of "cross-breeds" between 
wood tnffalo and plains buffalo and that once 
they destroy this herd they will replace it 
wiui -pure" wood tsunaio from a smaller herd 
in the Nortliweet Territories. Scientists, 
Jiowever, are not agreed that there is any 
genetic difference between wood and plains 
bison. It is recognized, however, that the 
WBWP herd constitutes by far the most diverse 
gaie pool of American bison in the world, 
while the proposed replacements came from a 
herd descended from only 16 animals. 

-Hie destruction of the bison herd will cost 
at least $21 million and involve major 
disrupt iai of the entire park eooeystaii. In 
addition to the road construction and other 
direct damages that will be necessary to track 
down and kill every last buffalo roaring over 
135,000 square kilometres of wilderness, no 
one knows what the effects will be cn the rest 
of the park biota. Hie panel has suggested 
that park wolves may also have to be killed 
once their main prey is removed, but no 
consideration ba3 been made of the possible 
effects on. other parts of the food chain, from 
the grasses that the bison feed on to the 
dozens of small Bwnaajs preyed on by the 
wolves. The park is also the only nesting site 
in the world of wild Whooping Cranes! 

-It is extremely likely that the scheme will 
fail to meet its objectives. If only one 
diseased bisesi survives, the whole exercise 
will have been utterly useless. The largest 
American bison gene pool in the world will be 
destroyed for nothing — and there won't be a 
second chance. 

Letters should be sent to Robert de 
Cotret, federal Minister of limroraisnt; 
Donald Mazankowski, federal Minister of 
Agriculture; the Prime Minister: and your 
local MP. All letters can be addressed to: 
House of Carmens, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A6. No 
stamp is required. 
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OUTING TO SOUTH CAYUGA SLOUGH FOREST 

By Ona Wood 


On Sunday, October 14, 24 tnatbers of 
the Hamilton Naturalists' Club and the Norfolk 
Field Naturalists participated on a ranble 
through (be North Cayuga Slough Forest. The 
walk was organized and expertly guided by 
Marina Martin, a resident of the Cayuga area. 

The North Cayuga Slough Forest covers 
approximately 2000 acres, and is one of the 
more inprrtant regions of natural vegetation 
in extreme southern Ontario. The entire 
forest was studied by the Norfolk Field 
Naturalists in 1985 for their Natural Areas 
Inventory, and was proposed as an 

Environmentally Sensitive Area. The forest is 
coopoeed of several wetland ccaplexes, 

including one Class 1 complex, cue Class 2 
oarplex, three Class 3 complexes, and one 
Class 5 conplex. Five of these wetlands are 
now noted as Provincially Significant 

Wetlands, and 800 acres of the forest has been 
designated by the Ministry of Natural 

Resources as an Area of Natural and Scientific 
Interest (ANSI). The forest itself contains 
485 vascular plant species (13 of which are 
rare in Canada), 38 species of migratory birds 
and 37 species of nesting birds. Present 
research in the forest includes a bird banding 
study by naturalist Rick ludkin, and five 
listener stations for breeding bird surveys 
carried out for the Canadian Wildlife Service. 

On our way to the northern portion of 
the forest, we stepped for 15-20 somites at 
the edge of the Er.virarax property of hawthorn 
savannah and duckweed covered pends. In the 
bush and adjacent forest, we spotted Ruby- 
crowned and Golden-crowned Kinglets, Whi te- 
throated Sparrows, Robins, Starlings am a 
Flicker. We were not the only wanderers in 
the area that day - raccoon tracks were spied 
in the dew along the rails of the adjacent 
train tracks. 

We entered the forest proper north of 
York for the first loop of our trek. The 
autiim sun shorn warmly thrcxigh the trees, 
conducive to the leisurely pace we adopted as 
we stopped to examine the many interesting 
plants and animals we encountered along our 
route, lbs witch hazel with its lcrq-petalled 
yellow flowers was in bloom, it being the 


latest flowering shrub in the forest. Beech 
drops, small parasitic plants, were spied 
under the beech trees, and a range of 

mushrooms and fungi were found, including a 
beautiful specimen of Polyporvs batulina. 
Evidently, Polyporvs can be used as kindling, 
and hence, was nick-named "firestarter" by the 
group. Other fungi observed included specimens 
of turkey feathers and the jelly fimgus, 

Hygrophorus, Fuzzy brown scales of gypsy noth 
egg cases were common on tree trunks 

throughout the forest, especially the oaks. 

A few insects were still about. A 
beautiful srrall red dragonfly joined us for 
lunch, and on the trail we saw an ichneunasi 
wasp, and felt the odd mosquito biting. 

Spring Peepers chirped periodically, and two 
were found along the trail, as well as two 
bronze-coloured 'stood Frogs. The children cm 
the walk also came across a Red-backed and a 
Isad-backed Salamander, and a Red Eft, 

At the furthest point of the hike we 
altered a pine grove where Long-eared and Saw- 
whet Owls had bfeen spotted recently. In spite 
of all our skyward 3taring through the 
branches of the pines, no owls were sighted 
that afternoon. Other birds observed along 
the trail and in the fields included Ruby- 
crowned Kinglets, White-throated Sparrows, two 
Wood Ducks, a Ccwbird, some unidentified fall 
warblers and a Great Blue Heron. 

The walk was thoroughly enjoyed by all, 
and much thanks are due to Marina for her 
thorough organization, the wealth of 
backgrourel information she provided on the 
slough forest, and her congeniality. 

********* 
WESTFIELD HERITAGE CEMTRE 

The Westfield Heritage Centre (former 
Wentworth Pioneer Village) on Reg, Rd, 552 
near- Rockton, opens this month, ami includes 
a conservation centre featuring a display of 
the Mdlwraith bird collection and a history 
of Christmas Bird Counts. Volunteers are 
needed to be on hand on weekends. Contact 
Bruce Duncan at 525-2181 if interested. 
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NCnTE^OFTTHV BIRD REOORDS 


Number of species recorded to: 

Septenber 30, 1990 -264 
Underlined species or dates indicates that a 
written doamentatian is required by the 
Hamilton Bird Records Oaunittee (HBRC). 

* -first record for the year 

n r i f 

£ ilLOk LCUU1U 1WL UIC UU>J4.UVXVJU 

L -last record for the migration 


By Mark Jennings 

PI images: 
f -fenfile 
m -male 
ad -adult 
insm -immature 
juv -juvenile 


Observers: Linda Burr (LB), Barb Charlton (BC), Michael Clark (MC), Jim Cram (X), Robert Curry 
(RO, Rob Dobos (50), Bruce Duncan (HD), Alf Qjp (AE), Robert Finlayscn (RF), John Galloway (JG), 
Denys Gardiner (DG), Kathleen Gardiner (KG), Martin Gebauer OG), Mark Jennings (MJ), Shirley Klement 
(SK3, Bill Lamond (BL), Wolfgang Luf t (WL), Brian McJiattie (EM), Kevin Mclaughlin (KM), George Naylor 
(GN) , John Olmsted (JO), Roslynne Price (RP), Pete Read (PR), Ian Smith (IS), Paul Smith (PS), 
William arith (WS), Mike Street (MS), John Struger (JS), Anti Tuanalo (AT), Brian Wylie (BW). 


Species 

Date 

No. /Plim. 

Location 

Observers 

JUNE 1990 

Wilson's Plover 

Jun.2 L 

1 

Windermere Basin 

PR et al. 

JULY 1990 

American Kestrel 

Jill 19 

15 

5 to NNE of Paris 

KG,BL 

Wild Turkey (introduced) 

Jul 31 

If,3juv 

Tutela Heights Rd, Brantford 

KG 

Yellow^billed Cuckoo 

Jul 5 

1 

2.5 km ENE of Attereliffe 

KG,BL 

Red-headed Woodpecker 

Jul 9 

1 

4 to EKE of Newport 

El 

II II II 

Jul 31 

1 

Tutela Heights Rd, Brantford 

KG 

Acadian Flycatcher 

Jul 20,22 

1 m 

Spottiswood Lakes 

BL 

Brown Creeper 

.Jul 20 

1 

Sudden Tract. 

<1 

II if 

Jul 20 

1 

1,2 to NE of Glen Morris 

II 

Yellow- throated Vireo 

Jul 22 

3 

3.3 to NE of Mt. Pleasant 

KG.BL 

Solitary Vireo 

Jul 18 

1 m 

2.5 to S of Glen Morris 

II II 

Pine Warbler 

Jul 18 

1 m 

Dean's Lake 

II II 

Purple Finch 

Jul 22 

1 

Spottiswood lakes 

II II 

AUGUST 1990 

Black-crowned Night-Heron 

Aug 2 

10 

Bay at Stelco Hi Iter; Works 

PS 

Red-headed Woodpecker 

Aug 10 

1 

3.5 to NW of Ohsweken 

KE,BL 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 

Aug 30 

1 

J. 

1.5 to S of Brajxhton 

BL 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 

Aug 17 F 

1 

2.5 to NNE of Little Lake 


Blue-gray Gtaatcatcher 

Aug 6 

1 

Paris Rd, 1 to SW of Hvy 403 


ii il II 

Aug 6 

2 

Paris Rd, 2 to SW of Hwy 403 


Brown Creeper 

Aug 6 

1 

Paris Rd, 1 to SW of Hwv 403 

If 

■i «i 

Aug 6 

1 

Paris Rd, 2 to SW of HWY 403 


Veery 

Aug 31 L 

4 

Bronte 

MJ 

"Brewster's" Warbler 

Aug 25 

2 

Hyde Tract 

JG,BL 

’’Lawrence's'' Warbler 

Aug 25 

1 f 

il il 

II IE . 

Ray-breasted Warbler 

Aug 25 F 

1 

«i •! 

M II 

Purple Finch 

Aug 24 

1 

1 ' to NE of Srantford Airport 

BL 



65 


Pied-billed Grebe 

Sep 2 

2 juv 

Red-necked Grebe 

Sep 27 

14 

Eared Grebe 

Sep 1 L 

1 

Double-crated Cormorant 

Sep 1;15 

210;140 

it ii ii 

Sep 3 1 part, all 

Great Egret 

Sep 5-16 

1 

ll «■ 

Sep 30 

li 

Greesi-backed Heron 

Sep 22 

i;i 

Grear vinged Teal 

Sep 22 

300 

Mallard 

Sep 15 

220 

Northern Pintail 

Sep 6 

2 f 

Northern Shoveler 

Sep 13 

125 

American Wigecn 

Sep 9 

4 

Redhead 

Sep 8 

3 

Hooded Merganser 

Sep 2 F 

1 

Ruddy Duck 

Sep 2 

1 

II 15 

Sep 3,8 

1 m 

Turkey Vulture 

Sep 17 

24 

Osprey 

Sep 3 

1 

ll 

Sep 8 

1 

ll 

Sep 14 

1 

H 

Sep 16 

10 

M 

Sep 30 

5 

Bald Eagle 

Sep 16 

lad, limn 

ll ii 

Sep 17 

1 

ii ik 

Sep 20 

1 

Northern Harrier 

Sep 9 

1 imra 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

Sep 15 

15 

It H »' 

Sep 16 

23 

II II " 

Sep 30 

52 

Cooper's Hawk 

Sep 16 F 

4 

II ll 

Sep 30 

3 

Northern Goshawk 

Sep 16 F 

1 

If *i 

Sep 24 

1 

Broad-winged Hawk 

Sep 16 

805 

II •• '« 

Sep 17 

457 (1 he 

n ii ii 

Sep 30 

4;i 

Red tailed Hawk 

Sep 16 

38 

American Kestrel 

Sep 16 

24 

f» " 

Sep 30 

38 

Merlin 

Sep 9 

1 

H 

Sep 16;23 1:1 

M 

Sep 17 

1 

II 

Sep 26 

1 

II 

Sep 29 

1 

Peregrine Falcon 

Sep 5-26 

1 imn 

M *• 

Sep 20 

1 

ii i« 

Sep 2G;22;23 1;1; 

Sora 

Sep 9;16L 4:1 

QasMi MoorbQi 

Sep 3 L 

1 JUV 

Black-bellied Plover 

Sep 10 

7 


Strdthville Sewage Perris 
Shoreacres 
Tollgate Ponds 
Dundas Harsh 
no Beach Canal 
Van Wagners Parris 

ll II I* 

High level Bridge; Dundas Harsh 
Dundas Marsh 

ll ll 

Windermere Basin 
Tollgate Perris 
Dundas Marsh 
Tollgate Pends 
Winona Sewage Paris 

IS II II 

Tollgate Ponds 

2nd Line, Kagersville 

Van Wagners Beach 

Duffs Comers 

Hwy 403 at Credit River 

High Level Bridge 

Bronte 

High Level Bridge 
Over Dundas 
High level Bridge 
Dundas Marsh 
High level Bridge 

it h " 

Bronte 

High level Bridge 
Bronte 

High Level Bridge 
Over Dundas 
High level Bridge 
r) Over Dundas 
Bronte; Dundas 
High level Bridge 

il li *1 

Bronte 
Dundas Marsh 
High Level Bridge 
Over Dundas 
Bronte 

Van Wagners Beach 
Around Hamilton Harbour 
Bronte 

High Level Bridge 
University Landing 
Wirriennere Basin 
Orkney Kd 


KM 

HI 

VJL,RP 

HC 

K4 

RD et al. 

m 

ms 

MC 

II 

RD 

MG 

RD 

II 

KM 

II 

RD 

MS 

RD 

II 

RD,EM 

AE,MS,WS 

HJ 

AE,MS,WS 

ffi) 

MS 

RD 

.JO,MS 

AE,KS,WS 

MJ 

AE,MS,WS 

HJ 

AE,JQ,MS,WS 

RF 

AE,KS,WS 

BD 

IU;BW 

AE,MS,WS 

II ll II 

HJ 

KM 

AF„MS,WS;MS 

BD 

HJ 

Gfi,IS,WS 
Many Observers 
MJ 
MS 

KM et aJ. 

m 

JC 
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Black-bellied Plover 

Sep 15 4 

Dundas Marsh 

BC,RD 

lesser Golden-Plover 

Sep 10 44 

Orkney Rd 

JC 

li 11 si 

Sep 24 25 

Windermere Basin 

MG 

Sectipalmated Plover 

Sep 3 12 

li ll 

MS 

II M 

Sep 22 5 

Dundas Marsh 

KC 

Killdeer 

Sep 22 104 

ll ii 

ll 

Greater Yellowlegs 

Sep 1 22 

il li 

ll 

Lesser Yellowlegs 

Sep 8 204 

II ll 

ll 

Solitary Sandpiper 

Sep 2 8 

anithville Sewage Bends 

BL,KM 

1! II 

Sep 14 3 

Cainsville Sewage Pends 

RD 

_ 3 __ /-»_ _i_ ! a 

uuui>uuiiu uui>at 

n— n i 

ocp J A 

m_ 1 1__ rv_, j _ 

. luixyatr, i uua 

un 

Red Knot 

Sep 3 1 

ii ii 

MG.MS 

li li 

Sep 8-15 1-3 

Dundas Marsh 

Many Observers 

II il 

Sep 8;17L 1 

Tailgate Pends 

GN;MG 

Sanderling 

Sep 3 15 

Van Wagners Beach 

BC,RD 

l« 

Sep 6 9 

Windenoere Basin 

RD 

Senripalmated Sandpiper 

Sep 1 41 

Dundas Marsh 

MC 

li li 

Sep 3 20 

Windermere Basin 

MS 

Western Sandpiper 

Sep 1*1 juv 

Dundas Marsh 

KM 

it n 

Sep 13 1 

Windermere Basin 

MG 

Least Sandpiper 

Sep 22 1 

Dundas Marsh 

MS 

Baird's Sandpiper 

Sep 3-15 1-3 

Windermere Basin 

Many Observers 

ii li 

Sep 3 2 

Tailgate Poods 

RD 

M II 

Sep 30 L 2 

Windermere Basin 

KM 

Pectoral Sandpiper 

Sep 15 66 

Dundas Marsh 

MC 

Dunlin 

Sep 15 1 juv 

Windermere Basin 

KM 

Stilt Sandpiper 

Sep S;15 7;6 

IXmdas Marsh 

RJ),KH;MC 

il li 

Sep 15 3 

Windermere Basin 

BC.RC.RD 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper 

Sep 9 L 1 

ll il 

RD,WS 

Short-billed Doritcher 

Sep 1 28 

Dundas Marsh 

MC 

li ll ii 

Sep 15 4 juv 

Windermere Basin 

BC,RC,RD,KM 

Long-billed Dowitdier 

Sep 13 * 1 

il ll 

MG 

II H H 

Sep 15 1 

Dundas Marsh 

RC 

II II 41 

Sep 15 1 juv 

Windermere Basin 

KM, JO 

II II II 

Sep 16; 24 2 juv 

ll ll 

KM et a.L;MG 

Conor*! Snipe 

Sep 28 F 1 

Tailgate Ponds 

MG 

Wilson's Phalarope 

Sep 8-15 1-3 

Windermere Basin 

Many Observers 

■ I II 

Sep 8- 20 1-2 

IXmdas Marsh 

ai ii 

Red-necked Phalarope 

Sep 3 L 2 

Windermere Basin 


Poroarine Jaeger 

Sep 16 * 1 

Van Wagners Bead! 

•JO r MS 

Parasitic Jaeger 

Sep 11 2 

<i ll ll 

RD,JC,JS 

Eferring Gull 

Sep 28 275 

Stelco Hilton Works 

PS 

Caspian Tern 

Sep 13 110 

Windermere Basin 

MG 

ii li 

Sep 22 60 

Dundas Marsh. 

MC 

Eastern Screech-Oil 

Sep 4 1 

Burloak Woods 

MJ 

Goranon Kighthawk 

Sep 22 3 

Over Miles Ct, Hamilton 

BC,RD,KM,J0 

in H 

Sep 23 L 20 

Over Brantford 

BG.KG 

Chiamey Swift 

Sep 26 L 1 

Hattcsi Dr , Sncaster 

MS 

Red-headed Woodpecker 

Sep 9 1 him 

Woodland Cemetery 

RD,M3,ie 

li il t* 

Sep 29 1 km 

ii n 

CK,IS,WS 

Yellow-bellied Sapsueker 

Sep 14 F 1 

Spercer Cr at Hwy 102 

BW 

Il ll ll 

Sep 17 2 

Beach Canal 

RD 

ll li ll 

Sep 24 1 

Stcsrey Creek Ravine 

LB 
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Plicated Woodpecker 

Sep 4 1 

ll 

Sep 15 1 

Olive-aided Flycatcher 

Sep 16 L 1 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 

Sep 2 L 1 

Willed Flycatcher 

Sep 11 L 1 

Great Crested Flycatcher 

Sep 9 L 1 

Eastern Phoebe 

Sep 4 4 

Eastern Kingbird 

Sep 14 L 3 

Purple Martin 

Sep 9 30 

li M 

Sep 20 L 2 

Tree Swallow 

Sep 15 40 

Bank Swallow 

Sap 15 1 

Cliff Swallow 

Sep 15 L 6 

Bam Swallow 

Sep 17 16 

Brown Creeper 

Sep 11 F 3 

Carolina Wren 

Sep 4;27 1 

ll li 

Sep 10-14 1 

Winter Wren 

Sep 9 F 2 

Marsh Wrtai 

Sep 9,15;23 2 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 

Sep 26 F 1 

Ruby -crowned Kinglet 

Sep 9 F 1 

Eastern Bluebird 

Sep 4 10 

Gray-cheeked Thrush 

Sep 16 F 4 

SwainsotFs Thrash 

Sep 30 14 

Hermit Thrush 

Sep 26 F 1 

Wood Thrush 

Sep 30 L 1 

American Pipit 

Sep 12 F 1 

ii ■< 

Sep 16 9 

Solitary Vireo 

Sep 30 F 2 

Warbling Vireo 

Sep 19 L 2 

Philadelphia Vireo 

Sep 9 F 4 

Tennessee Warbler 

Sep 9 F 1 

II si 

Sep 9 F 

Nortlnem Panda 

Sep 16 F 1 

ll ll 

Sep 30 1 

Yellow Warbler 

Sep 16 1 

Magnolia Warbler 

Sep 9 20 

il li 

Sep 16 23 

Cape May Warbler 

Sep 26 L 1 

Yellow-nraped Warbler 

Sep 30 400 

BlacJcbumian Warbler 

Sep 16 L 2 

Pine Warbler 

Sep 9;16L 2;1 

Palm Warbler 

Sep 10 F 1 

Blackpoll Warbler 

Sep 24 L 1 

Iforttern Water-thrush 

Sep 9 L 1;1 

Mourning Warbler 

Sep 27 L 1 

Hooded Warbler 

Sep 9 L 1 imn f. 

Wilson's Warbler 

Sep 27 1 . 

Canada Warbler 

Sep 11 L 1 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak 

Sep IS L 4 • 

Lincoln’s Sparrow 

Sap 4 F 1 

3wcscp Sparrow 

Sep 17 F 1 

blute-crownsd Sorrow 

Ssp 26 F 1 


Woodland Cemetery 

SK 

Bandas Marsh 

BC.PJ) 

ll ll 

mg 

Stoithville Sewage Ponds 

BL,KM 

Stcney Creek Ravine 

IB 

Burloak Woods 

MJ 

Baptist Church Rd 

RD 

Norval at Steeles Ave 

MJ 

Winona Sewage Ponds 

KM 

Shell Park, Bronte 

MJ 

Midas Karsh 

MC 

II ll 

KM 

Hwy 6 £ Plains Rd 

BC,RC,RD 

Woodland Cemetery 

MJ 

Fifty Point C.A. 

IB 

Shoreacres 

RD,JS;MJ 

Old Dundas Dump 

RF 

Burloak Woods 

MJ 

Dundas Marsh 

BC,RD,KM;MG 

Burloak Woods 

MJ 

Shell Park 

II 

Mulligan £ Sawmill Ms 

RD 

Bronte 

N 

MJ 

II 

Bronte Harbour 

M 

Burloak Woods 

ll 

S t,elcx> Hilton Works 

PS 

Nindemere Basin 

JO 

Bronte 

MJ 

Van Wagners Fords 

IB 

Woodland Cemetery 

RD,MJ,MS,WS 

Bronte Harbour 

MJ 

Dursdas Marsh 

RD 

High Level Bridge 

AE,KS,WS 

Burloak Woods 

MJ 

Van Wagners Ponds 

KM et al. 

!Xmda3 Marsh 

RD 

Bronte 

MJ 

Brcnte Harbour 

ll 

Dundas Marsh at Hwy 102 

RF 

Shell Park, Bronte 

MJ 

Ancaster;High level Bridge 

MS;AE,MS,WS 

Woodland Cemetery 

MS 

Stoney Creek Raviise 

IB 

Shell Park;Dundas Harsh 

RD,KS;RD 

Shoreacres 

MJ 

Dundas Karsh 

RD 

Shoreacres 

MJ 

Shell Park, Bronte 

ll 

Borate 

II 

Burloak Woods 

II 

Bead! Canal 

RD 

Bronte 

MJ 
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Bark-eyed Jimoo 

Sep 9 F 

3 

Woodland Cemetery 

RD,K5,VfS 

Bobolink 

Sep 16 L 

1 

High Level Bridge 

AE,MS,WS 

Red-ionged Blackbird 

Sep 3 

150 

Windermere Basin 

MS 

Rusty Bladd>ird 

Sep 26 F 

1 

Bronte Marsh 

MJ 

Purple Finch 

Sep 17 F 

4 

Hatton Dr, Ancaster 

MS 

Northern Oriole 

Sep 11 L 

1 

Fifty Point C.A. 

IB 


Please send jour bird record* for October and Nweaber by December 10 to Mark .Jennings, 3066 
Northview Cre3., Burlington, Gnt, L7M 1B1, or {hone 416-335-5210. 


HAMILTON BIRDING HOTLINE: 648—9537 


RIVER 


tolling river, rescue - me 
I lcng to let you set me free. 

Wien life's keepers hold me down 
find fear takes over -I shall drown* 

When daily pressures overwhelm 
And God has left the lofty helm 
Of this small life for days on aid 
With no salvation round the bend, 

Whan I reach out and blindly grab 
As in the back a mighty stab 
Sends me plunging to a falls 
Between two rising, barren walls, 

Spare me time to eddy out 
Behind a rock, to turn about 
And forward ferry to the shore 
To shelter, wliere I rest once sore. 

Give roe strength to carry on, 

As heavy pack, canoe, I dm- 
Step forward on the slippery slope 
Of portage, where I slide and grope. 

But then, belcw, the arses arise 
And all is glory to my eyes. 

Hie pain, forgotten, is no more 
As once again I near your shore. 

I pry the paddle, wield the boat 
lb keep this tiny shell afloat. 

Gu river ri<#it, a ledge jinpe cut 
Draw deftly, turn canoe about. 

Joy! There's the daite, so long and lean, 


A A A A 3«c 

RESCUE 

By Marina Martin 

With narrow channel, clear and clean. 

No need lor skill or wisdom now. 

You show the answers, why and how. 

So, if J read the rapids right 

I'll ride the waves and feel your might. 

I'll laugh as haystacks rise afore. 

And splash oy face with spray once more. 
Rapids, you have marked the way - 
You've taught a lessen, had your say. 

Stronger than the laws of men. 

The laws of nature never. Laid. 

And if I dump along the way 
Save roe from 0>e sweepers, pray. 

Carry me to yonder pool. 

Safe and quiet, soft and cool, 

Where I can stop and gather strength 
To travel cn, just one more length. 

But first -I'll rest and skyward gaze 
To marvel at our Maker's ways 

River, you have quelled my rage 

And led me to a wiser sage 

Who's fed my hunger, quenched ray thirst, 

Said, "Care for one another first." 

Be meant, not just our fellow nan. 

But all the creatures of our clan - 
Hie swallows, snakes, the frogs and slugs 
The deer and wolves, the little bugs 
Are ail the sane by right of birth 
And share' our nest -this precious earth. 
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PERIDGRZNH1 ITAIJOCiN FTSIEDING ON AN AMERICAN KEkSTTREILj 

By Bruce Mackenzie 


On September 28, 1990, at appresebrately 
2:C0 p.m., an nature Peregrine Falcon was 
observed plucking a kill at the aide of the 
road about 2 ten vast of Port Burwell, Ontario. 

As we slowed can car down to observe 
the falcon, it flew to the top of a nearby 
hydro pole. Here, further observations were 
made of the bird. Its prey was identified as 
a male American Kestrel. Hk Peregriise had no 
bands on tbs left leg. We could not observe 
the right leg well enough to determine if dt 
had a band an it. Tte Peregrine continued 
eating its prey for about two minutes while it 
perched on the pole. It tlien flew off in a 
southwesterly direction, dropping the Kestrel 
shortly after taking flight. 


The Peregrine liad a light plumage. The 
cap was somewhat like a halo, being lighter in 
colour towards the middle, growing darker 
towards the edge of the cap. The malar strips 
was not strong in colouration and appeared 
somewhat narrow. The breast and underpants 
were heavily streaked with brown. Hie 
background colour was a very strong cream 
colour. H>e wings were generally a dark brown 
with Hester streaks throughout. Ibis bird 
was noticeably lighter in colour from immature 
ana tin subspecies birds that I have observed 
at hacking stations. 

The light colouration , and thin malar 
stripe indicate that this bird was an immature 
tundrius subspecies Peregrine Falcon. 


/< A A A * A A * 

NOTICE BOARD 


SiifflKS TOR HOKIHLY MEETINGS 

Members wishing to alow off their 
slides in the foyer at Use monthly meetings, 
should contact Pierre Arnold or Frasik Worley 
at the next monthly meeting. Up to 25 slides 
are acceptable for a featured thane. Members 
are asked to bring in slides Cany number) of 
plants are! animals, so that Pierre can get 
them ready for shews in January and/or 
February. 

CBR ISIHftS CARDS 

Gwen are! hands Levingtcn still have 
Oulsteas Cards and Hasty Notes for sale to 
dub rrcirhers. This year, the two designs 
available are the Winter Cardinal" and "The 
Dosing lp«", both from original paintings by 
Robert Batman. If you want to get your cards 
in time to sere! out for Christmas, call Gwen 
or Dennis at 662-7952, or get cards for next 
year at the December sheeting. 

RR VAL CttlARIO MJSEUM 

Three new exhibits showing at the RCM 
tail be of interest to Club .niters. 
"Wildlife: Images in Painting and Sculpture" 
features sculptures, sketches and paintings of 


three wildlife artists: George McLean, Kesi 
Bunn and Bob Kuhn. It runs from New. 21/90 to 
Mar. 24/91. "Owls: Birds of Prey in Canada", 
an exhibit of 16 owl species using mounted 
speciaesis, recorded calls and photos, runs 
fras Dec. 15/90 to Jan. 27/91. The 
Sportssen's Shows Gallery of Birds features a 
r m diorama of a avirsh boardwalk through an 
Chtario wet laid, opening Dec. 15. 


NATURE FHJKXBiAFHy \OtiKSBOP 

An interpretive, creative approach to 
nature photography with Maria Zorn, APSA. 
Bruce Peninsula workshops: May 3,4,5; May 31, 
Jiase 1,2; June 14,15,16. For photographer 
naturalists who knew the basics and want to 
enhance their nature images, or get ait of a 
rat. Maria's foundation of liar unique 
approach and enthusiasm i3 an understanding of 
art and appreciation of all nature subjects. 
She also conducts the Spencer Creek Workshops 
c*i the Zorn’s 40 acre v&rsh-woodland property. 
For mere info contact Maria Zorn, P..R.22 
Wafcerdown, GN, LOR 2H2, 416-659-7397. 
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Contributions ward processed on cosrputer disk in IBM format are appreciated if possible. 

Deadline far receipt of material is the first of the month preceding publication date. 

Articles may be reprinted without permission but credit lines should be included. 

Articles in the HOOD DUCX reflect the views of the authors and are not necessarily the views endorsed 
by the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club. 

Send noteworthy bird records to: 

Mack Jennings. 3066 Northview Crescent, Burlington, Ontario, L7M 1B1. 


This newsletter is printed on recycled paper. 




